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Support  weak  for  name  proposal 

Lifeway  Research  pastor  poll  reveals  minimal  favor  for  add-on 


Docs  your  church  intend  to  use 

the  name  "Greet  Commission  Baptists" 

in  some  or  all  of  your  communications? 


recommendation,  told  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  the  "survey  is  about 
what  I  expected." 

"Hk  vast  majority  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  prefer  to  keep  the 
Southern  Baptist  name,"  Diaper 
told  Baptist  Press.  "In  our  study 
we  concluded  that  there  were 
mapy^^reason.s^  whi^we^gbould 

That  is  why  we  recommended 
irwrvnp  that  name.  Approxi¬ 
mately  90X  of  those  who  attend 
the  convention  annually  are 
from  the  south.  Hor  most  of  us, 
we  aee  the  value  of  the  name  as 
a  brand  worthy  of  maintaining." 

Draper  said  the  task  fane 
made  the  Gieat  Commission 


There  is  also  a  split  in  re¬ 
sponses  between  younger  and 
older  pastors  about  the  new 
name.  The  majority  of  pastors 
age  1S-44  egrre  (59*).  while 
the  majority  of  pastors  age  65- 
plus  disagree  (60*). 


their  church  intends  to  use 
the  ragliwe,  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  Baptists,  in  some  or  all  of 
their  communication  about  the 
church.  More  than  half  (54S) 
say  they  will  not  uae  the  non- 
fegal  moc-  Ver  although  more 
than  a  third  (35*)  have  not 
discussed  it,  and  five  percent 
have  not  decided. 

Pour  percent  responded  they 
win  use  Doth  Southern  Baptist 
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50  in  sherafance)  are  mac 
to  strongly  agree  (64*)  with  the 
retention  of  me  name.  Southern 

tiaptJLst  (.  onvi»rmon 

natora  in  the  West  (45*)  are 
leas  Hkdy  to  strongly  agree  than 
pastors  in  the  South  {57*) 
Jimmy  Draper,  chairman  of 
the  task  force  that  made  the 


Responses  to  this  question 
also  vary  by  church  size  and 
parlor  age.  Only  36*  of  pea- 
ton  of  churches  with  lees  than 
50  in  attendance  agree  the 
n on-legal  name  would  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  compared  to  61*  of 
pastors  of  churches  with  at¬ 
tendance  over  250. 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


•Man 


How  New  Testament  came  to  be 

qassBasggaaa 

L_7thestoty  of  a  drone  being  who  died 

Z^S£2f£i»S£T  men  Guest  opinion 

withHis  fofloweni  with  Timothy  Paul 

Now  you  want  to  team  more  about  this  loruac 

«**  uoii  miirktvrpatizethat  some  Jones 


tbe  Christians  in  your  congregation- In _  until  the  fourth  or  fifth  centuries  A.D.  Agnes- 

&ct,ooe  nearby  group  that  dauns  the  name  tic  professor  Bart  Ehrman  claims: 

Christian  also  says  that  Jesus  wasn  't  actually 

a  human  being  —  he  was  a  spirit  that  only  We  are  abk  to  pinpoint  the  first  time  that 

seemed  human!  any  Christian  cf  record  listed  the  twentu- 

J  low  would  you  decide  who vmnpA?  seven  books  (four  New  Testament  as  me 

As  r  21st  century  Christian,  the  inert  rea-  boots  of  the  New  Testament  —  neither  man 
sonant  reply  seems  to  be,  "  Read  ywn  New  nor  fewer.  Surprising  as  it  may  seem,  this 

Testament!  The  problem  is,  most Christians  Qxjrstkm  was  writing  in  the  second  half  cf 
in  tbe  second  century  couldn’t  read.  Even  the  fourth  century,  nearly  three  hundred 
ifjnu  were  one  oftbe  privileged  few  who  years  (filer  the  books  cf  the  New  Testament 

possessed  the  capacity  to  read  and  write,  you  themselves  been  written.  The  author 

wouldn't  personally ’own  a Bible.  _  was  the  powerful  bishop  <fi Alexandria 

Your  coty  "Bible  would  have  been  found  maned  Adtmasius.  In  Ste  year  367 Alt., 
in  an  annanon,  a  speoaliy-construded  Athanasius  wrote  fas  annual  pastoral  letter 

cabinet  with  nidied  shelves  for  scrolls  and  to  ,/*,  Equation  churches  under  his  juristic 

codices  that  stayed  in  the  house  where  your  tion  <mam  it  he  included  aduioe  concerning 

which  books  should  be  read  as  Scripture 
armarion  would  likely  have  sheltered  a  in  the  churches.  He  lists  our  twenty-seven 

of  the  Greek  Old  Testament  and  perhaps  a  books,  excluding  aS  others.  This  is  the  first 

couple  dozen  other  sacred  saofls  or  codices-  surviving  instance  cf  anyone  affirming  our 
I?s  possible  thatnot  aD  of  these  torn  setef books  as  the  Nov  filament.  And 

would  have  been  identical  to  the  37  boote  even  Athanasius  did  not  settle  the  matter. 

that  you  find  in  New  Testaments  today.  To 

be  sure,  the  four  Gospels,  the  Artsqf  me  Unfortunately,  this  summary  spins  the 

Apostles,  Paul  sletftis,  and  probably  John  s  factsandleavwreaderswithseveraliinpres' 
first  letter  would  have  had.  place  m  the  siom  that  arail  quite  accurate  -  impres 

armarion.  but  the  cabinet  could  lack  a  few  riomsudim  until  the  late  fourth  centuty, 

writings  that  your  New  Testament  mdudes;  there  was  no  consensus  at  all  about  wtndi 

the  letter  to  the  Hebrews  and  maybe  Ptfci  s  Christian  writing  were  authoritative,  and 
second  epistle,  for  example,  or  a  couple  of  that  the  church's  standard  even  then  was  the 

John  s  letters.  word  ofaDowerful  bishop. 

A  quirky  a&eapry  entitled  the  Shepherd  What’s  the  complete  story?  Wban  and 

might  have  made  an  appearanrem  your  ar-  bow  did  Christians  agree  on  which  writ- 
marion.  You  might  even  find  alerter  or  two  j™  were  authoritative  in  their  congre- 

foom  a  Roman  p amor  named  Oement  nations,  and  was  there  any  standard  for 

*e«  discussions  beyond  the  decree  of  a 
first-  and  second -century  Lnnsnansr  How  resnected  leader? 

didtheymaintam  a  dear  and  conaastenl  faith  tbemfauuy  standmd  for  deciding  which 

aSs^^sssssa  aasfiKsasss- 

New  Testament  today?  was  not  tbe  woidofa  powerful  bishc*)  Hint 

■^EfifftaSfsXHK  Jm,iw 

By  whm  human  means  did  these  teds  ccnae  I  raw  Mvr  Arhanasms  was  even  bom. 
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I  cltament  of 

our  Lord  and  Sauiour 
Iesvs  Christ. 

^  Tranflatcd  out  oj 

tl»c  Origtnall  Greek  r  :  And  with 

the  former  Tranfljtrotu  diligenily 
k  compared  and  teuifed  ,  By  hi* 
Maictlirs  fpeciall  Com- 
,  mandement. 

f  Chfriri. 
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at  London  by  'Robert 
B.irA'f  ,  Printer  to  the 
Kings  mol)  Excellent 

MlieHtr. 
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HISTORIC  TEXT  —  TliT»  1817  edition  of  the  King  James  Bible  is  an  original 

from  just  the  third  printing  of  the  book. 


Seminary  acquires  1617  King  James  Bible 


Original  printing 
arrives  at  NOBTS 
from  Tennessee 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Tn  2011,  Chris¬ 
tians  celebrated  the  40081  anniversary  of 
the  first  printing  of  the  King  James  “Autho¬ 
rized  Version'  of  the  Bible. 

The  KJV,  heralded  both  for  its  long¬ 
standing  value  as  a  translation  of  Scripture 
and  for  its  impact  on  the  English  language, 
was  commissioned  in  1604.  Seven  years 
later,  in  1611,  royal  printer  Robert  Barker 
produced  the  first  copies  of  the  new  English 
version  of  the  Bible. 

A  second  printing  took  place  in  1613, 
with  a  third  printing  in  1617. 

New  Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS)  ac- 
ouired  a  copy  of  the  King  James  Bible  from 
the  1617  printing  from  a  former  Primitive 
Baptist  minister  and  his  family  in  Atwood, 
Term.,  in  August  2011. 

The  past  year  of  the  Bible’s  history  is 
meaningful  for  the  family  and  quite  excit¬ 
ing  for  the  seminary,  which  hopes  to  dis¬ 
play  it  one  day  in  a  museum  dedicated  to 
Bible  history  and  biblical  archaeology. 

M”  .  1  of  the  storv  of  this  particular 
Bib’,-  remains  somewhat  of  a  mystery.  It 
was  printed  in  Barker’s  own  London  print 
shop.  Due  to  high  demand  for  the  Bible, 
later  printings  were  done  at  several  London 
printers  andbound  at  Barker’s  shop. 

Judging  from  the  Bible's  size  —  135 
inches  tall  py  11.5  inches  wide  by  5.25  inch¬ 
es  deep  —  it  was  probably  used  as  a  lectern 
Bible  or  in  some  other  ministry  setting. 

Little  else  is  known  about  the  Bibles  his¬ 
tory  for  almost  250  years  after  its  publica¬ 
tion.  In  i860,  according  to  an  inscription 
near  the  front,  it  was  presented  to  Anne 
Early  as  “the  gift  of  her  beloved  hither."  Ed¬ 
ward  Early,  on  Oct  24  of  that  year.  No  oc¬ 
casion  is  named  for  the  rift. 

Members  of  the  Early  family  lived  both 
in  England  and  the  United  States  in  the 
mid- 1800s,  so  it’s  possible  the  Bible  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic  bv  then. 


Another  century-long  gap  in  the  Bible’s 
story  sits  between  the  inscription  and  the 
19706  when  it  reemerged  in  Atwood,  Tn. 
Samuel  Thomas  Tolley,  a  Primitive  Baptist 
minister,  bought  another  Primitive  Baptist 
pastor’s  library,  which  included  the  1617 
KingJames  Bible. 

TThe  previous  owner)  had  been  col¬ 
lecting  Baptist  literature  for  years  and 
years,  said  Mike  Tolley,  Samuel  Tolley’s 
son.  "He  was  getting  old,  and  my  dad 
bought  his  whole  library.  We  don’t  know 
what  he  gave  for  it” 

Neither  Mike  Tolley  nor  his  sister  re¬ 
members  the  previous  owner’s  name  or 
where  he  acquired  the  Bible.  The  1617  King 
James  Bible,  he  said,  became  a  treasured 
part  of  his  father's  library. 

During  his  50-phis  years  in  ministry 
among  Primitive  Baptists,  Samuel  Tot- 
ley  published  a  Baptist  newspaper  and 
worked  toward  building  a  historical  library 
for  Primitive  Baptists.  His  personal  collec¬ 
tion,  besides  the  1617  King  James  Bible, 
included  scores  of  Primitive  Baptist  books, 
records,  and  other  documents. 

‘He  devoted  his  whole  life  to  publishing 
his  newspaper  and  building  hu  library, 
Mike  ToUey  said. 

In  the  1990s,  Samuel  Tolley  began  to 
sell  his  personal  library,  Mike  ToUey  said, 
in  hopes  that  it  would  benefit  Baptists  for 
generations  to  come  “It  all  wound  up  in  the 
[Southern  Baptist  Historical  Library  and 
Archives]  in  Nashville,"  Mike  ToUey  said. 
“They  got  just  about  everything  from  Dad's 
library 

Everything,  that  is.  except  the  1617 
King  James  Bible,  which  Samuel  Tol¬ 
ley  had  promised  to  give  to  his  son  and 
daughter,  Ellen  Lovett.  The  Bible  passed 
to  Mike  Tolley  and  bis  sister  about  five 
years  ago  when  Samuel  Tolley  developed 
Alzheimer's  disease  and  retired  from  the 
pastorate. 

By  tire  spring  of  2011,  Mike  ToUey  and 
Lovett  decided  to  sell  the  Bible,  not  just  to 
raise  extra  funds  but  also  to  allow  other 
Christians  to  study  and  learn  from  it  That's 
where  New  Orleans  Seminary  comes  into 
the  story. 

Around  May  2011.  Mike  Tolley  offered 
to  show  the  Bible  to  his  interim  pastor, 
Joey  Gowan,  a  former  NOBTS  student. 


Gowan  said  when  he  saw  the  Bible  and 
learned  that  ToUey  and  Lovett  were  in¬ 
terested  in  selling  it  he  knew  just  who 
to  contact. 

“At  that  very  moment  Dr.  Harsch's 
name  came  to  mind,'  Gowan  said,  refer¬ 
ring  to  church  history  professor  Lloyd 
Harsch.  “1  wert  home  and  emailed  Dr. 
Harsch  right  away.” 

Harsch  recalls  that  email  well.  “He  said, 
‘I  had  you  for  Baptist  Heritage  in  2007,  and 
I  remember  you  talking  about  aU  the  great 
books  we  have  in  our  library.  I’m  an  interim 
pastor  here  in  Atwood,  Tenn.,  and  there's  a 
member  of  our  church  who  has  some  old 
books,  including  a  third  edition  of  the  King 
James  Bible,"  Harsch  recounted. 

Within  weeks,  Harsch  was  in  touch  with 
Gowan,  then  ToUey.  He  received  permis¬ 
sion  in  the  summer  to  negotiate  a  purchase 
price.  In  August  20  tt  the  seminary  formal¬ 
ly  acquired  ute  Bible  and  arranged  for  it  to 
be  stored  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Histori¬ 
cal  Library  and  Archives  in  Nashville.  The 
Bible  was  brought  back  to  New  Orleans  the 
following  month. 


The  seminary  was  able  to  purchase 
the  book  thanks  to  a  private  donation 
from  Tom  Messer  Jr.  and  his  wife  CaroL 
Messer's  parents,  Mary  Wheeler  Messer 
and  the  late  Thomas  Messer  Sr.,  both 
NOBTS  graduates,  have  been  longtime 
seminary  donors.  The  purchase  price 
was  not  announced. 

Mike  Tolley  said  he  was  extremely 

fileased  for  the  Bible  to  go  to  New  Or- 
eans  Seminary.  “1  didn't  want  it  to 
be  in  a  private  collection,"  he  said.  ‘I 
wanted  it  to  be  in  a  historical  place. 
For  my  dad’s  memory,  I’d  rather  it  be 
in  a  library  where  people  will  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  it  and  learn  from  it,  and  not  in 
a  private  collection." 

Harsch  said,  “We're  really  grateful 
to  Mike  and  Ellen  and  their  willingness 
to  make  this  available  to  us.  It's  a  great 
addition  to  our  library  for  research,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  the  H.  Milton  Haggard 
Center  for  New  Testament  Textual  Stud¬ 
ies.  It  greatly  enhances  ‘he  ability  of  oar 
students  to  do  research  and  understand 
how  God  has  provided  the  Bible  for  us.' 


« 


14  if  ore  and  more,  some  Baptists  seen 
|\/l  to  be  drawn  toward  looking  to 
■ITAand  listening  to  Calvinism.  Asm 
centuries  gone  tw,  some  feel  it  is  the  right 
direction  and  others  would  be  better  erve 
to  steer  dear  of  the  teaching.  Today  this 
teaching  is  referred  to  as  Reformea  Theol¬ 
ogy  or  another  term  to  avoid  being  labeled 
as  a  Calvinist.  It  might  be  good  if  John  the 
Baptist  looked  aft  John  Calvin.  Now,  I  am 
fully  aware  that  Baptist  churches  did  not 
come  from  John  the  Baptwt,  but  from  the 
fact  that  we  baptize  people  and  that  jecan 
the  mark  of  our  denomination. 

More  than  a  play  on  words  is  the  fed 
that  one  John  named  tbe  Baptist  and  the 
other  named  Calvin  do  not  seem  to  have 
the  same  theology.  Some  Baptist  oongregi 
tions  are  unaware  that  what  they  are  hear- 


respond?  No,  but  many  do  and  they 
become  a  part  erf  tbe  wonder  of  God's 
redemptive  plan  as  they  put  their  faith  in 
a  Jesus  who  died  for  them. 

But  more  significant  than  either  of 
these  issues  are  two  issues  that  I  see 
in  Baptist  churches  when  Calvinism 
becomes  tbe  centerpiece  of  theological 
thought.  There  is  sometimes  a  sense 
of  superiority  that  develops  along 
with  a  disdain  for  anyone  who  does 
not  agree  with  their  five  point  view. 
Now  friends,  may  we  all  be  warned  that 
whatever  our  view  of  theological  thought, 
if  it  causes  us  to  develop  this  attitude,  we 
can  quickly  become  terribly  unchristian 
toward  those  who  are  not  superior  tike 
we  are.  God  deliver  all  of  us. 

A  second  significant  thing  is  that 
there  seems  to  often  be  deceptive- 
neas  among  some  of  those  who 


John  the  Baptist  Looks  at  John  Calvin 


aresewnere  Baptists  historically  collide  fotowedahtoamwM  in  a  Baptist  Aureh 

with  Calvin.  and  actualh  told  that  he  was  instructed 

limited  Atonement -When  Jesus  not  to  tdl  that  he  was  a  Calvinist  because 

died  there  wasjust  enough  power  and  peorie  would  not  listen  to  him.  WeB 
enough  bloodshed  for  the  elect  and  not  that  becomes  an  integrity  issue  and Inot  a 

for  the  whole  world.  For  the  average  doctrinal  imae.  If  Baptists want  to  lean 

Baptist,  a  simple  recitation  in  their  mind  tow  a^  Calvmi^  that  uthar  prerogative 

or  with  their  lips  of  John  3:16  announces  But  if  they  find  in  Scripture  thatthw  ought 

that  something  is  not  quite  in  sync  here.  to  :ean  away  from  it  or  just  remain  Baptist 

"God  loved  the  world  so  much  that  he  gave  that  too  is  their  spiritual  prerogative, 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  While  over  300  years  ago  John  Calvin 

heheves  in  him  shall  not  perish  but  have  added  greatly  to  the  discussion  and  wealth 

eternal  life.’ Who  are  all  these  people?  of  theological  thought,  John  Calvin  never, 

Well,  whoever  believes  in  Him  should  not  ever  saved  one  person.  lt  is  of  utmost  im- 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  We  be-  portance  in  our  discussions  about  our  view 

ueve  in  the  main  in  a  general  atonement,  of  theology  not  to  be  the  centerpiece  or 

that  when  we  preach  S^Gospel  anyone  omSi&v  m  any  way  tbe  fact  tj*  Jesus 

who  heats  and  responds  in  faith  to  God’s  Christ  is  the  only  One  whoever  did  does, 

gift  of  life  can  be  saved  by  Jesus.  or  ever  will  save  anyone.  How  God  goes 

Anoiber  point  of  difference  is  the  about  engineering  that  to  the  hunun  heart 

bvdewcribafile  mysteries  of  election  is  a  discussion  that  maybe  we  can  have  m  a 

or,  as  most  of  the  time  they  want  future  mflfennium  and  ask  James  or  John, 

to  talk  aboot,  predestination.  Iam  Peter  or  Paul  how  all  of  that  takes  place.  ^ 

certainly  aware  that  God  knows  everything,  Fhiafiy,  John  the  Baptist  might  be  shocked 

but  does  God  choose  some  people  for  salva-  at  what  has  been  done  to  his  amazingly 
tioo  and  some  far  damnation?  If  when  simplistic  message.  As  hemtroduced  Jesus 

your  child  is  born  is  that  a  fixed  foregone  to  theworid  he  aid,  'Behold,  the  Lamb  <* 

conclusion  and  there  is  nothing  whatsoever  God,  who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  wood, 
that  can  be  done  about  that?  Week  to  week  (John  1:29)  and  it  has  been  enlarged  to  a 
we  hold  up  the  wonder  of  Jesus  Christ  who  huge  volume  of  instruction  that  is  almost 

ran  save  anyone  witii  the  understanding  mind  boggling’ 

that  God  does  what  Jesus  declared  that 

He  would  do  when  He  said  in  John  12:3a  The  author  can  be  contacted  atjfutram 

'And  I,  if  l  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  wiB  mbdy.org. 


T  —  Total  Depravity  —  Every  part  of  while  Presbyterians  and  Cdvinists  in  gen- 
man  is  affected  by  sin,  people  are  unable  era!  have  followed  these  tenets.  At  times 
to  do  anything  to  save  themselves,  and  I  have  been  asked, ‘Are  you  a  five  point 
their  entire  nature  is  controlled  by  eviL  Calvinist?'  My  response  has  been  and 

U  —  Unconditional  Election  —  This  wifi  always  be.  "No,  l  am  a  Baptist"  Their 
is  Calvin's  view  that  teaches  that  God  has  response  would  he,  1)0, 1  am  not  talking 
chosen  from  eternity  those  who  He  would  about  that.  I  am  talking  about  theology, 
bring  to  Himsetf.  Those  chosen  receive  To  which  I  would  again  respond,  "That  is 

salvation  through  Christ  and  those  not  what  I  am  talking  about  and  I  am  a  Bap- 

chosen  receive  wrath  against  them  for  tist'  I  am  not  anti-Cahimst,  but  I  am  pco- 

their  sins  against  God  Baptist  and  Baptists  are  not  in  the  main 

L  —  Limited  Atonement  —  walking  m  lockstep  with  the  TULIP.  Do 

Sometimes  this  is  referred  to  as  par-  we  beheve  some  of  the  things  that  Calvin 

ticular  atonement  or  salvation.  It  is  taught?  Absolutely!  Not  because  we  are 
the  teaching  of  Calvin  that  Jesus’  death  Calvinists,  but  because  we  are  Bible  believ- 
waa  not  for  everyone  but  was  limited  ere.  Bat  there  are  some  things  that  Calvin 
only  to  those  who  would  he  elected  and  believed  that  Baptists  do  not  generally 
ultimately  saved  Yon  might  think  of  agree  with  and  we  tend  to  hold  a  different 
this  in  terms  of  limited  atonement  and  view,  a  Baptist  view. 


JONES 

cant,  ham  p.  2 

neeees  of  the  risen  Lord  waa 
uniquely  authoritative  among 
early  Christians.  Even  while 
the  New  Testament  books  were 
being  written  in  the  first  century 
AD.,  the  words  of  people  who 
had  actuaUy  seen  Jesus  —  espe¬ 
cially  the  vrords  and  writings  of 
the  apostles  -  carried  special 
authority  in  the  churches  (see 
Acts  1:21-26;  15:6-16:5;  1  Cor¬ 
inthians  4-s;  9:1-12;  Galatians 
1:1-12;  1  Thessalonians  5:26-27). 

After  the  apostles’  deaths, 
Christians  continued  to  value 
the  testimony  of  eyewitnesses 
and  their  associates.  In  the 
first  decade  of  the  second 
century.  Papist  of  Hierapotis 
put  it  I'll*  way: 

I  did  not...  take  pleasure 
in  those  who  spoke  much, 


but  in  those  who...  recited  Hennas  competed  The 

the  commandments  given  by  Shepherd  quite  recently  —  in 
the  Lord.  ..So,  if  anyone  who  our  times, m  the  city  of  Rome, 

had  served  the  elders  came,  I  while  his  brother  Phis  the  ot«i 
asked  about  their  sayings  in  seer  served  as  overseer  if  the 

detail  —  what  Andrew  or  Pe-  city  of  Rome.  So,  while  it  thou 

ter  said,  or  what  was  said  by  indeed  be  read,  it  cannot  be 
Philip  or  Thomas  or  James  or  read  pubhdy  far  the  people  o) 

John  or  Matthew  or  any  other  the  church  —  it  is  counted  net- 
af  the  Lord's  followers.  ther  among  the  prophets  (for 

their  number  has  been  com- 

About  the  same  time,  a  pleted)  nor  among  the  apostk 

church  leader  named  Polycarp  (far  it  is  after  their  time) 
died  the  words  of  the  Apostle 

Paul  is 'Scripture  '  Notice  carefully  this  second 

A  generation  later,  when  century  writer’s  remons  for  na 
someone  in  the  Roman  church  allowing  The  Shepherd  of  Her- 

woodered  which  Christian  mas  to  serve  as  an  authoritativ 

writings  should  be  considered  text  in  the  churches.  This  writ! 
authoritative,  this  emphasis  on  could  not  be  added  to  the  Old 
the  eyewitnesses  persisted.  After  Testament  prophets  because  tl 
listing  the  books  niathe  viewed  time  of  the  Hebrew  prophets  h 
as  authoritative,  here’s  what  one  passed  (their  number  has  bee 
Christian  leader  wrote  regarding  completed”),  and  with  the  deal 
■  popular  book  known  as  The  of  the  apostles  the  time  of  the 

Shepherd  that  was  circulating  in  apostolic  eyewitnesses  had  alsi 
the  churches:  ,  ended  fit  is  after  their  time*). 


Jones  is  associate  professor 
of  leadership  and  church  min¬ 
istry  at  Southern  Seminary  in 
lindisiille,  Ky.  This  column  first 
appeared  at  timothypauljoms 
com,  and  appears  here  courtesy 
af  Baptist  Press.  Jones  may  be 
contacted  at  tfones@sbts.edu 
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Christians’  life  sentences 
in  Egypt  raise  concern  of 
other  believers  in  country 

CARO,  Egypt  (BP)  —  An  Egyp-  a  Christian  held  out  a  ray  of  hope 
tian  judge  has  sentenced  12  Coptic  for  Copts.  On  May  14  an  Egyptian 
Christians  to  life  in  prison  far  their  court  fed  by  Chancellor  Mahmoud 
alleged  part  in  a  riot  that  left  two  Salama  upheld  a  death  sentence 
Muslims  and  one  Christian  dead  against  Amir  Asbour  Abd  al  Za- 
m  the  village  cf  Abu-Qurgas.  Eight  her,  a  police  officer  who,  in  2011, 
Muslims  charged  with  the  same  bounded  a  train,  attacked  a  group 
aimes  m  the  same  riot  were  ac-  of  Christians,  and  shot  one  dewd 
quitted.  Sarnia  Sdhom,  managing  edi- 

In  the  lead-up  to  Egypt's  first  tor  of  Watani  newspaper  in  Cairo, 
presidential  election,  me  ruling  said  the  ruling  went  against  an 
has  added  to  fears  that  giaticewdl  unwritten  rule  that  judges  cannot 
continue  to  dude  the  0001111/3  give  the  deathpenahy  to  a  Muslim 
Christian  minority.  A  second,  less-  who  lolls  a  Christian-  ‘It  is  very 
er-knewn  ruling,  however,  may  rare.  For  many  of  us,  the  rating 

came  as  a  good  surprise,’ she  saia 
"Most  of  us  expected  he  would  be 
declared  mentally  deranged." 

The  attack  occurred  on  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  Jan.  11,  2011,  when  Al 
Zaher  29,  a  police  officer  posted 
in  the  province  of  Minya,  boarded 
train  number  979,  began  shout - 


DEADLY  BLAST  —  Rubble  is  strewn  about  in  the  aftermath  of  a  Nigerian  suicide  bombing 
that  hrppened  June  3  outside  two  churches.  There  were  reports  of  at  least  21  dead,  with  some 
caused  by  Nigerian  Army  shootings  after  the  bombimg.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Compass  Direct) 


The  rating  came  against  the 
backdrop  of  what  is  being  touted 
as  Egypt’s  first  democratic  presi 
dential  election.  After  the  first 
round  of  voting  May  23-24,  un¬ 
official  results  show  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood's  Mohammed  Murai 
in  the  lead,  with  farmer  Prime 
Minister  Ahmed  Shafiq  dose  be¬ 
hind.  Muni  and  .Shafiq  will  face 
each  other  in  a  June  16-17  nedL 
The  riot  in  AbnQiigas  oc¬ 
curred  on  April  18  of  hat  war.  A 


Bombings,  follow-up  shootings 
in  Nigeria  aimed  at  Christians 


peas  Direct  News  June  7  report.  Many  of  those 
injured  from  the  blast  and  alleged  military 
shooting  have  been  in  critical  eoodition.  Com- 
piss  noted. 

A  statement  reportedly  from  the  Muslim  ex¬ 
tremist  sect  Boko  Haram  claimed  responaibil- 

S’  for  the  suicide  bombing  of  the  Living  Faith 
urch  on  the  outskirts  of  the  northern  Nige¬ 
rian  dty  of  Bauchi.  The  blast  also  collapsed 
a  wall  of  the  nearby  Harvest  Field  Church  of 
Christ 

Of  61  people  taken  to  Abubakar  Tafawa 
Balewa  University  Teaching  Hospital  Bauchi 
after  the  Mast,  38  were  in  critical  condition, 
a  staff  member  told  Compass  on  condition  of 
anonymity.  The  other  23  have  been  treated 
and  sent  home.  Church  leaden  said  at  a  June  4 
news  conference  that  45  Christiana  were  con¬ 
sidered  injured. 

The  military  shot  eight  Christians  to  death, 
said  Lawi  Pokti,  chairman  of  the  Bauchi  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  Christian  Association  of  Nigeria. 
Twenty-five  were  injured  by  the  bomb  blast, 
‘while  to  sustained  various  degrees  of  injuries 
from  the  aunshoU  by  soldiers,  Pokti  said. 

The  Nigerian  military  has  yet  to  respond  to 


church  attacks  in  Nigeria,  Christians  angry 
that  their  brethren  were  being  killed  in  the 
presence  of  security  agencies  Have  been  shot 
for  refusing  military  orikers  to  lesvn. 

Lamenting  that  Christiana  have  been  at¬ 
tacked  and  killed  without  provocation,  Pokti 
nevertheless  beseeched  Christians  to  refrain 
from  seeking  revenge. 

*We  also  wish  to  call  on  all  Christians  to 
remain  calm  and  not  to  embark  on  any  act  of 
reprisal  or  vengeance,  as  this  will  constitute  a 
criminal  act  and  a  violation  at  the  teaching  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,"  Pokti  add. 

Johnson  Hogvm,  mandate pastor  at  Living 
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Just  for  the  Record 


OAK  GROVE  CHURCH.  SHUMJTA.  baptized  aeven  new  church  members 
in  the  Chickeeawhay  River  May  20.  Shown  ara  deacon  Yancy  Taylor,  Cody 
Sublette,  Roger  Schweppe,  Deborah  Schweppe,  Jo  Lynn  Schweppe.  Aaron 
Sublette,  deacon  Edwin  Ivy,  Richard  Sublette.  Laura  Schweppe,  and  pattor 
Terry  Irby. 

. 

WIGGINS,  held  a  child  dedication  service 
May  22  S>»wn  are  the  participants. 


The  mw  Wi  Low  Lift  car 
tag  offera  another  prolife 
way  to  invert  ia  the  lives 
of  women  facing  an 
unplanned  pregnancy. 


Tht  MBBaptl*  Christian  Action 
Commission  supports  this  mm  tog 
end  aaka  that  If  yea  Haven't 

already,  please  pledge  to 

purohaae  the  new  We  Love  LiN 
tag  today.  90*  pro+alcc  art 
■WaJ  fbrtftin  lAd  tMM  Cflll  J9 

ee^  tag  ewf* 

in  lo  full  production. 

You  con  order  the  Wo  Lout  life 


or  by  ealUag  Nl-MMIli 
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LEMOYNE  AVE.  CHURCH,  BILOXI,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Buddies. 


DREW  CHURCH,  DREW,  recognizes  its  youth  snd  children’s  Bible  drillers.  # 
then  Barnett,  Matthew  Rogers,  and  Lane  Andrews:  ABOVE.  RMHT  children 
.  Tesiey  Beck,  and  Arin  McIntyre. 

WALJHALL 
CHURCH. 

WALTHALL. 


its  youth  and 
ch'ldren’s 
Bible  drillers. 


,  LEFT  youth  Na- 
Beck.  Cori  Barnett. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  WAYNESBORO,  recognizes 
its  youth  Bible  drillers:  Back  row,  Reed  Wood,  lead¬ 
ers  Arthur  &  Paula  Wood,  and  Madison  Gandy,  front 
row,  Casey  Knight.  Bryce  West,  Melody  Walker,  and 
Erin  Knight 


.  ,1  I 


1 1  utli  is  no!  rd.ilivr. 
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Bible  Drills 
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Upcoming  Vacation 
Bible  Schools: 

►  *«  _  _a_  _  e_  -  fM,  I  |n:nn 

iwsnooi  WHJrwi,  union 

June  24  -  28;  Sun*,  2-8  p  jil; 
Mon.  -  Thurs.,  5-8  pjn.;  pre- 
school  -  6th  grade. 

>  County  Ltie  Church. 


to  un.  -  2  pjn. 

►  Chester  Church. 


ABOVE  PHOTO:  A*  part  of  the  NTT.  CARMEL  CHURCH. 
CARTHAQE,  VBS  pre-registration  on  Juno  2,  a  helicopter 
from  Air  Care  landed  in  the  church  parting  lot  at  10:15  a.m.The 
crew  talked  to  the  children  about  their  jobs  and  showed  the 
aircraft.  The  church's  VBS  is  June  18  -  22, 6  -  9  p.m. 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  pufaftsh  news  and 
photographs  of  special  stunts  that  tafae  dace  in  cooperating 
chteches  ol  the  Miatiiwsippi  Baptist  Corvanboiv 

News  submitted  far  pubfcsbon  in  The  Baptist 


SPRING  CREEK  CHURCH.  PHILADELPHIA,  recognizes 

its  children  and  youth  Bible  drillers  and  leaders. 


live**  is  on* 
data. 

1  w»i  be  put*  1 « 

raphe  to  The  SRptiat  NboorL  P.0 
382060630  FAX  (SOI)  290*3330 

ibcbxvQ. 


^tar  14. 2012  Tm  Barrvr  Rbcdso 


PARKWAY  CHURCH.  HOUSTON,  recognizes  senior  Will 
Faulkner  for  nine  years  in  Bible  drills. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


.VER  CREEK  CHURCH.  PIKE  COUNTY,  ordained  J.D.  L.ghtell  at  dea- 
<  November  6, 2011.  Shown  are  Becky  Lighted,  Lighten,  and  Jimmy  Smith. 


ARC/?:  BEULAH 
CHURCH.  DECATUR,  or- 
dainedT.  J.  Bates  to  the  gospel 
ministry  June  3.  Shown  are 
Ricky  Harrison,  interim  pastor 
Bill  Webb,  Bates,  and  Byron 
Howell. 


AT  LEFT:  ROBIN- 
WOOD  CHURCH, 
SAUCIER,  recently 
ordained  Rudy  Tonies 
and  Greg  Tisdale  at 


deacons.  Shown  are 
Terri  Tonies,  Tonies. 
Tisdale,  Michelle  Tis¬ 
dale,  and  pastor  Terry  L 
Upchurch. 


SUNRISE  CHURCH.  LEAKE  CO.,  recently 
recognized  high  school  graduates  Madison 
Quick  and  Britt  Coghlan.  shown.  College  grad¬ 
uates  included  Laanna  White.  Brant  McNeesa, 
Teresa  Saveli,  Jennifer  McMillan  and  Connie 
Saveli  Wilkerson. 


PINEVIEW  CHURCH.  LAUREL,  held  a  groundbreaking  for  their  new  building  June  3 


Nil  DIM  MINIMI  « 


Financial  Services 

1.800.844.3254 

601.957.3841 


Carpenter  lius  Sales 


vww.CorpenterBi 


NOXAPATER  CHURCH.  NOXAPATER.  has 

called  Bill  Barnes  as  Minister  of  Music  &  Activities. 
Shown  are  Barnes  and  his  wife  Gloria. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Supportive  paid  staff  and 
volunteers 

30,000  sq.  ft.  state  of  the 
art  student  building 
Strong  relationships  with 
area  schools 

Talented  and  passionate 
students  eager  to  impact 
a  community  for  Jesus 
Christ 


Kn.;  Jim  Porter,  speaker; 

tsy  Moore,  music;  Law¬ 
rence  Runnels,  pastor 
►  Corinth  Church.  Heidis- 
berg  Homecoming,  July 
8:  Sunday  School,  to  a.m.; 
worship,  n  a.m.,  followed 
by  meal;  Dean  Stewart, 
speaker. 

►  Coldwatsr  Church 
Philadelphia:  Revival,  June' 

24-27;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and 
6:45  P-m.;  Mon.  -  Wed,  7 

Cl  ;  Curt  Pace,  speaker. 
Moore,  music. 
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Send  resume  to 
pattie>calvarynet>oet 

Learn  more  about  Calvary 
by  visiting  wwwxdva- 
ryneUiet 
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-i-  Sin  brought  What  about  us?  Do  we  as  Christians 

into  tne  understand  the  seriousness  of  sin  in  our 

Inrp  thp  Riku  >amp  by  lives?  All  sins  are  offensive  to  God  and 

u,<*  “*•  Oiie  person  result  in  destructive  consequences  in  our 

W  Wavnr  ill-affected  lives.  Yet,  when  we  become  burdened  by 

all  people  in  our  sins,  we  can  humble  ourselves  before 
i  the  group,  the  Lord  and  receive  His  help  and  forgive 

I  T  h  u  s  ness  (Heb.  4:16).  If  we  want  to  enjoy  a  re- 

Achan'sdu-  stored  fellowship  with  Jesus,  we  must  deal 
plidty  was  with  our  sins.  Any  attempt  to  hide  our  sins 
equated  with  Israel  having  sinned  (7:11).  or  to  ignore  them  will  result  in  broken  M- 
The  cherem  represented  things  devoted  to  iowahip  with  the  Lord.  Sin  always  has  car- 
destruction.  Since  Adhan  brought  cherem  ried  a  nigh  cost.  As  Christians  we  should 
into  the  Israelite  camp,  their  camp  shared  acknowledge  Jesus'  atoning  death  as  the 
in  the  destruction  proposed  for  the  cfaer-  ultimate  cost  for  our  sin.  Reflection  on  the 
em.  Israel  could  not  enjoy  victory  over  her  high  price  Jesus  paid  will  lead  us  to  admit 
enemies  until  the  cherem  was  removed  our  sms  to  the  Lord,  seeking  His  help  in 
from  the  camp  and  destroyed.  overcoming  our  shortcomings.  By  entrust- 

4.  Know  Sin’s  Remedy  is  Costly  ing  our  daiW  lives  to  Jesus,  we  can  pass  the 
(Josh.  7:14-15)  God  instructed  Joshua  Accountability  Dare, 
to  make  all  Israel  appear  before  the  lord. 

The  Lord  would  indicate  the  offending  VanHom  is  dean  of  Christian  Studies  at 

tribe,  dan,  family,  and  person.  Joshua  Mississippi  CoOege,  Ointon. 


KJV,  as  “the  things  under  the  ban*  in  the 
NASB,  and  as  “the  devoted  things’  in  the 
N1V.  God  had  commanded  the  Israelites 
to  destroy  everything  in  Jericho,  with  only 
the  giver,  gold,  and  vessels  of  brass  and 
iron,  to  be  put  into  the  Lord's  treasury 
(Josh.  6:17-21). 

1.  Understand  Sin  la  Serious 
(Josh.  7:1,5)  According  to  Joshua  7:1,  a 
man  named  Achan  violated  God's  com¬ 
mand  and  took  items  that  were  banned 
under  cherem.  He  took  “a  beautiful  robe 


How  Do  You  Treat  God?  •  Malachi  2: 1 7-3:12 


come  march-  Tithes  and  offerings  were  and  continue  to 
.  .  ing  in,  you  be  God's  way  of  providing  for  the  needs  of 

certainly  His  ministers  and  His  ministry 
I  don't  want  God  is  God  all  by  Himself.  He  is  com 

■  ■ ,  to  be  in  that  plete  and  needs  nothing.  All  that  we  are 

■  jff;  ft. _ ml  number  The  and  all  that  we  have  belongs  to  Him.  He 

If  JH  lord  desires  owns  the  ten  percent  AND  the  remaining 

Ik  to  [’"fret  His  ninety  percent.  We  do  not  give  to  Him  in 

people.  He  order  to  earn  anything  for  ourselves.  Even 

I  will  sit  as  a  re-  when  we  give  our  very  best.  God  is  nt*  the 

finer  over  the  emcee  for  The  Price  ia  Right  dedaring: 

fires  of  purify-  "A-NEW-CAAAKT  The  blessing  of  tfv- 

cabcn.  He  will  deame  them  with  the  most  ing  cones  with  the  giving  When  we  give 
efficient  laundering  process.  The  proof  ourselves  first  to  God,  the  rest  of  the  giving 
that  the  Loed  dom  NOT  change  is  that  any  cornea  from  the  overflow  of joy  in  ouroves. 
of  these  people  bad  survived  without  be-  The  heart  that  loves  God  is  connected  to 
iw  comumed  in  Ha  wrath  to  that  present  hands  that  willingly  give  to  and  serve  God 
hour.  Way  back  to  their  eariieat  ancestors,  Persooal  resooosibibty  meita  into  the  prrvi-. 
they  had  rarely  lived  in  obedience  They  lege  of  grateful  service  in  the  lives  of  thaw 
had  even  forgotten  how  to  REPENT!!!  who  ghe  themselves  We  are  to  hold  kwaety 


rebuilds  the 
wall  which 
originally 


College  News 


►  Tommy  King  president  of 
lam  Caray  Unlvacaity, 
rat  the  In- 
■rd  (IMB) 
I  service  in  Richmond  Va., 


_  of  1MB,  a  miniature  of  Carey’s  250th  birthday.  EBiff 

replica  of  d*  “Carey  Turns  to  the  spoke  at  the  dedication  ceremony 
World"  statue.  WCU  dtffirafeid  as  weft  aa  the  chapel  service  that 
the  6oo-pound  bronze  statue  or  followed 

the  msWutioo'.  namesake,  WB-  Unhmra, 

, .  Hie  ver-  lam  ’uey.  in  November  2011  a*  Wimam  i*»y  uni vara* 

iinainfolT  KM,  part  of  the  yeaitoog  cefebedfon  ty  Athletic  Director  Steve  Knight 


has  announced  that  Head  Wom¬ 
en’s  Golf  Coach  Jeff  Mixon  will 
take  over  the  men’s  goifprogram 
for  the  Crusaders.  He  will  replace 
DJ  Pulley  who  »  stepping  down 
after  a  successful  six  year  run  in 
charge  of  Crusader  golf.  Mixon, 


who  is  entering  his  third  season 
in  charge  of  WCU  women's  golf, 
has  spent  over  10  yean  in  the  golf 


professional  at  several  courses  in 
the  south.  Mixon  also  played  pro¬ 
fessionally  for  four  years. 
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Sahel  famine  creates  struggle  for  survival 

Regional  famine  expected  tSSHST- 

...n-nnn  nn  mllKnnn  ,L_  iff  jlh  Sub-Saharan  Africa  for  Baptist  in  the  Sahel  have  is  that  people  expanse  that  stretches  from 

to  worsen  os  millions  suffer  gm*!  r«om  (bgrj  ww>  who >*** **  t?  ^ 


*ft£CK>US  SUPPLIES  —  The  arrival  of  semi-trailer  loads  of  food  brought 
great  relief  to  ruaidants  of  two  villages  in  Africa's  Sahel  region,  where  an 
eatimated  18  million  people  are  Buffering  from  food  shortages.  Southern 
Baptists  have  reeponded  by  providing  the  villages  with  a  six-month  ration 
of  grain  and  peanuts.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Baptist  Global  Raaponae) 


First  Person:  Southern  baptist  food  fills  stomachs,  brings  joy 

Bditar't  note:  The foBauang  noHuxu  After  the  second  day  of  distribution,  I  com  and  peanuts  to  be  sure  the  food  was  One  teammnte  returned  to  his  viEage 

uriOtn  by  a  Baptist  Global  Retporue  was  in  the  'tower' taking  a  bucket  bath  equally  distributed -hot  md  dusty  wort  and  noticed  there  were  very  few  folks  out 

partner  after  the  first  datribuhonqf  food  under  the  stars  after  yet  another  uo+de-  Oar  last  night  in  the  village,  we  were  and  about  to  taikwith.  He  sated  where 

to  m«o  villages  in  Mali  offering  in  the  free  day  In  the  distance,  I  beard  t  woman  called  to  the  puMto  square  for  more  everyone  waa  and  ww  told  *Oh,  they're  at 

Saheifixrd  u  iau.  The  name  has  been  usth~  fet  cut  mis  tradjfinnal  whoop  of  joy.  I  dancing  and  drumming  It  was  a  very  home  rieeplng.  We  finally  hive  food  in  our 

held  fir  security  reasons.  heard  banging,  hke  on  a  drum  special  night.  We  got  back  to  o»x  boats’  atomsdw,  and  we  can  sleep  now.’ Before. 


DAKAR,  Senegal  (BP)  —  It's  going  to  if  I  had  heard  the  woman.  I  ssid  yes,  and 
be  difficult  to  put  into  words  the  expert-  he  went  on  to  tell  me  a  hit  other  *orv 

ence  we  had  distributing  food  to  these  She  was  divorced  with  fear  children, 
villages.  I  should  begin  by  saying  thank  Her  husband  had  left  her.  Because  she  had 

you  to  all  of  you  hare  given  to  the  World  no  man  to  advocate  far  her  to  be  on  the  re- 
HungerPund.  We  brought  ax  track-  optent  list  tnrthegtun  wewendiatrfout- 
ioadi  of  grain  to  two  different  villages.  oil  rite  knewrite  and  her  children  would 
Upon  oar  arrival  at  the  6rst  village  heVft  out  When  rite  got  home  from  her 

nearly  all  the  residents  came  to  the  roisd  work,  however,  at*>  found  enough  grain  far 


K’abeeu  a  bumbling  two  weeks  for 
me.  Sure,  it  was  ta  days  of  120128 
,  degree  weather  —  with  a  few  rains  and 
r  mind  un(j  storms  tossed  in  to  keep  things 

interesting  —  and  some  interesting  food 
rwbo  (tastes  like  chicken!). 

"Jr...  AD  afour  teem  can  testily  to  the  Lord's 
provision  and  strength  through  it  afl.  We 
got  to  abate  about  God’s  kne,  and  tecause 
’“2T“  of  your  generosity,  softer  hearts  will  reflect 

tnL„  on  things  tonight  as  they  eat  supper 
. H  We  hope  to  do  at  least  one  more  dtotn- 

‘  button  to  theaevflages  before  the  harvest 

■w.  comes  in.  Pteaae  ask  the  lord  to  send 
We  timely  and  abundant  rsiiw  to  these  village* 

ra  and  on  the  fringe  of  the  Sahara  deKri. 

.1.^  Also,  sji  the  Lord  to  answer  the  cries 

fff  of  the  many,  many  villages  that  did  not 
,nd  receive  thia  biessng.  Many  will  be  hungry 

the  tonight  in  Mali,  Niger,  Mauritania,  and 


anticipation  of  the  arrival  of  much- 
needed  grain.  The  first  truck  had  ar¬ 
rived,  and  three  dnys  later  the  second 
arrived.  In  the  interval,  our  team  had 
the  opportunity  to  share  stories  and 


ter  we  had  diatributed  the  grain,  we  met 
with  the  village  riders,  who  repeatedly 
thanked  us  for  the  food.  They  told  us  it 
Strived  just  in  time. 


chaos  in  Mali  where  the  only  thing  certain 
is  htmger.  I  just  wtah  we  could  do  more. 
Only  God  can  repay  you  (Malian  prov- 


